
Agenda for the meeting of November 2nd Te Piiti 

 

Present: Dallas Williams, Jessie McVeagh, Judy Reinken, Janine McVEagh, Wendy Henwood, Ruben 

Wylie (FNDC), Justin Blaikie (NRC), Donn Groom 

Apologies: Hone Taimona, Mike Finlayson, Wye, Poppet 

 

Karakia: Dallas 

 

Minutes of meeting 27th September 

Moved: Janine, seconded Judy, agreed 

Matters Arising: 

1: Hui:  

Still some invoices to come in for reimbursement: Jessie 

Key messages from community: education for kids and schools. Need a resource and people to take 

it round. 

Need to focus on specific schools to begin with – those using Council water, though Dallas reminded 

us that the connection with the rivers is not physical, but whakapapa. Twenty minutes at whole 

school assembly would be enough. 

ACTION: Dallas will send ideas/concepts to Ruben. 

ACTION: Ruben to send around draft of process for critique. A concept to discuss is to include the 

water conservation message. 

Questions round funding and the team that will deliver – FNDC has planners who can do it. 

Enviro Schools: Justin thought there was NRC funding for this.  

ACTION: Justin to follow up with NRC 

 

2: PHRA:  

A number of questions were raised around this: 

2a: Hydrodynamic model of the Harbour would enhance Rebecca’s work.  Funding could be sourced 

from NRC, FNDC’s waste-water budget and possibly MfE as well. It has also been requested by hapu. 

Letters of support from hapu would be useful. 

ACTION: support letters to be sent directly to Justin as chair of Soil and Water committee. 

2b: Microbial sampling: Rebecca needs to know the extent of this. It is very expensive at $1300 + gst 

per sample. Questions raised around shellfish, whether the source of pollution can be identified and 

whether sampling or modelling is more useful. 



ACTION: Ruben to email round Rebecca’s email with explanation. 

Reminder that whatever the results of the PHRA it is culturally inappropriate to discharge human 

waste into the river. 

2c: Budgets: operating budget is district-wide, includes professional services. 

2d: Cultural assessment – hapu-based, matrix. Also need to talk to broader community, 

acknowledging they are valued, seeking to use our unique position to keep it going. 

ACTION: Ruben to send out invitation for a conference call with Rebecca. 

2e: Timeframe: she is a bit behind – looks like early next year. Some mahi to do in terms of feeding in 

to her. 

3: WWTP data: mostly compliant with existing standards. Questions raised around spikes. 

ACTION: Ruben to correlate with rainfall events 

Justin queried these standards compared with national standards. 

ACTION: Ruben to research and send round. 

 

Correspondence:  

Out: Ruben Wylie requesting meeting and data 

In: Ruben Wylie (FNDC): WWTP data 

 

Next Steps: 

1: Donn Groom outlined a process of using azolla in a series of tanks to capture nutrients and clean 

effluent. It would be powered by solar panels. Suggested that the hill above the current plant, where 

the old hospital ponds are, would be suitable. He is planning a test bed at his place. If people want to 

help him with this, get in touch. 

 

2: Ruben tabled a timeline of how the process could proceed.  

This would begin by requesting good ideas, considering all options, shortlisting according to the 

criteria laid out in the agreement, then engage someone to go forward. 

It was noted that Andreas would certainly be included in the assessment process. We need a system 

for capturing options. 

Dallas moved, Judy seconded that we accept the report for consideration at our next meeting. 

3: Agenda items for the next meeting: these should be sent in beforehand or they may be not 

discussed. 

Agenda items in hand: 

 Time-frame /plan and getting it out to the community 



 Mentors to help those with ideas for sewage and storm water management frame them 

appropriately 

 Educational resource 

 Hydrodynamic model 

 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday 30th November, 5.30pm at Te Piiti. 

 

Ruben’s actions: 

ACTION: Ruben to send around draft of process for critique. A concept to discuss is to include the 

water conservation message. 

ACTION: Ruben to email round Rebecca’s email with explanation 

ACTION: Ruben to send out invitation for a conference call with Rebecca 

ACTION: Ruben to correlate with rainfall events 

ACTION: Ruben to research National Standards, compare with these and send round 

 

 

 


